
Thursday’s Presentation 
was by reporter Bill Cooksey of the Lynn Jour-
nal. He was introduced by our speakers’ chair 
Loretta Cuffe-O’Donnell who gave us some of 

Bill’s back-
ground. Bill was 
brought up in 
Lynn and is a 
graduate of the 
Lynn school 
system.   
      Only 26 and 
yet he is a vet-
eran of radio, 
TV and newspa-
pers! Bill has 
been on the air 

at the late WESX in Salem (1230 AM), WRKO, 
and has done reports and shows for Red Sox ra-
dio and the Celtics, the BBC as well as his cur-
rent work for the Lynn Journal! 

              Bill told us much of the background sur-
rounding today’s “news reporting”. Every re-
porter wants to ask probing questions at the 
White House news conferences, for example, but 
they dare not for fear of being blocked from ever 
attending another conference! 
              When you read, see or hear bland, inane 
questions about this or that policy please realize, 
Bill said, that reporters must not stir up trouble 
lest they find themselves literally out of work! 
              Bill, who on-air goes by the single name 
Cooksey (there are thousands of “Bills” he com-
mented) told us how most news gatherers today 
find meat for their stories by searching the inter-
net, using Google and dozens of blog sites for 
hints of a great story just waiting to be told. 
              See how many papers and stations are 
now owned by the same person or corporation. 
There are very few independent publications left 

with strong, authoritative reporting uncovering 
important news of which the public should be 
aware! 
              Thousands of young people no longer 
take the time to read but look at their Blackberry 
or Ipod for news mixed with music and/or video. 
The availability of powerful, new cameras and 
recorders the size of cell phones let thousands of 
people world-wide be a source of news! 

              When large newspaper chains suddenly 
find their advertising dollars diminishing by hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars a month, things 
start to happen rather quickly. 
              Rich Cuffe was our emcee this week 
and following many questions of our speaker 
from the audience, Rich presented our Rotary 
banner to Bill and thanked him warmly! 
Our Big Pot 
was a challenge this week as some of the num-
bers were illegible!! However Patti Tarr and 
Dave Richardson made the effort but did not find 
the joker!! 
Tough Luck! 
Secretary and Past President Bob Hastings was 
told by the doctors that his sore ankle was not a 
sprain, but a BROKEN ANKLE! Bob was under-
going surgery Thursday to reconstruct the ankle 
and he should be home late Friday. 
              There is expected to be a long recovery 
period with very little physical activity possible. 
              The break was caused by stepping into a 
pot hole. 
Have YOU Signed Up for 
Our Special Games? 
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May 1  
Nicholas Kostan 
Superintendent of 

Schools 
 
 
 

Wed. May 7 
 

Special Games 
8:45 AM Lynn Tech Gym 

 
 
 

 

May 8  
Bob Olson 

Magician 

 
 
 

Bill Cooksey 
The Lynn Journal 

 

What the Press Tells You Our ‘07-’08 
Rotary Theme 



A Bit of Lynn History . . .  
 

On April 18, 1942, after months of highly secret work, GE engi-
neers in Lynn successfully tested the engine they called by the in-
nocuous name "I-A." It was the first jet engine built in the United 
States. An English scientist had designed a jet engine in 1941. 

              When an Air Force general saw it power a plane, he was 
impressed enough to award General Electric a contract to adapt the 
design to American specifications. Installed with two of these I-A 
engines, a Bell P-59A aircraft made its maiden flight in the fall of 
1942. Building on its success in Lynn, GE's Aircraft Engine divi-
sion has since become the world's leading producer of jet engines 
used in commercial and military aircraft. 
              In the early months of 1942, scarcely 20 people knew 
what was really going on in Building 34 North at the General Elec-
tric plant in Lynn. The engineers referred to the engine they were 
working on simply as "I-A," similar to names they had assigned to 
the turbo supercharger engines they had been designing and build-
ing. Men and women who worked on the floor making various 
parts for the compressor or combuster had no reason to think I-A 
was anything out of the ordinary. But it was. I-A was the first jet 
engine built in the United States. 
              It was not the first jet engine ever designed, however. Nor 
was it the first to be used successfully in an aircraft. In August 1939 
a jet engine designed and built by a German engineer, Hans von 
Ohain, powered an experimental plane, the Heinkel HE 178. At ap-
proximately the same time, a British scientist, Sir Frank Whittle, 
was also hard at work on a jet engine. A plane equipped with his 
engine was first flown in May of 1941. With their nations at war, 
neither man knew anything about the other or his work. (The two 
scientists would finally meet in the United States in 1978.) 
              The British and Americans were, of course, in close com-
munication, and shortly after Whittle's engine was tested, Henry H. 
"Hap" Arnold, commanding general of the Army Air Force, trav-
eled to England to see the jet-powered plane in action. On his re-
turn, he selected the General Electric Company to adapt Whittle's 
design to American specifications. 
              General Electric traces its roots to Thomas Edison, who 
established the Edison Electric Light Company in 1878. GE was 
the result of the merger in 1892 of Edison's company and the 
Thomson-Houston Electric Company of Lynn. The huge GE plant 
became known as the Lynn River Works l. By the 1940s, GE had 
four divisions — the Lighting Division, the Motor and Motor Gen-
erator Division, the Turbine Gear Division, and the Supercharger 
Division. 
              In the first decades of the twentieth century, the Super-
charger Division worked chiefly on developing and building turbo 
superchargers, or engine "boosters." These "turbos" utilized the ex-
haust produced by the pistons to increase an engine's power. This is 
especially useful for aircraft engines because it allows planes to fly 
at higher altitudes, where the air is thinner. Under the direction of 
Dr. Sanford Moss, GE developed this technology for the Army. 
Moss was the first GE engineer to receive the prestigious Collier 
Trophy, in recognition of "the greatest achievement in aeronautics 
or astronautics in America, with respect to improving the perform-
ance, efficiency, and safety of air or space vehicles." With all this 
experience, the GE engineers in Lynn were an obvious choice to 
work on the jet engine. 
              With Whittle's design in hand and two British engineers to 
help, the Lynn team went to work building the engine. By April 

18th I-A, the modified engine, was ready for testing. The building 
where I-A was bolted solidly to the floor was dubbed "Fort Knox"; 
it had 18-inch-thick concrete walls in case the engine blew apart. 
The test log for that day states: "We did a great deal of checking 
before attempting to start; a great deal of trifling troubles were 
found and remedied — but after many attempts Type I RAN." Five 
months later I-A was tested at an air base in California in the P-59A 
Airacomet, built by Bell Aircraft. 
              Over the next two years, GE engineers developed ever 
more powerful engines. Their J33 produced four times the thrust of 
the I-A. It powered the T-80 Shooting Star, the U.S. Army Air 
Corps' first operational jet fighter, and in 1947 established a new 
world speed record of 620 m.p.h. Engineers at General Electric Air-
craft Engines (GEAE) would achieve many more "firsts," among 
them the first Mach 2 and the first Mach 3 engines. Technology de-
veloped for the gas turbine engines used in aviation was adapted to 
create the engines that propel every major surface vessel in the U.S. 
Navy and is also used to generate most of our electricity. 
              Toward the end of World War II, the men and women who 
were involved in the first jet engine flight formed the Jet Pioneers 
Association. Membership was limited to those who knew "about 
the secret before it flew." In October 1992, members of Jet Pioneers 
attended the 50th anniversary commemorative ceremonies held at 
Edwards Air Force Base. Later the same month, GE invited the 
public to visit Lynn's Building 34 North, where I-A was secretly 
built 50 years before. 
 
Sources 
Boston Globe, October 4, 1992. 
Eight Decades of Progress: A Heritage of Aircraft Turbine Technology (General Electric Co., 1990). 
Flame Powered: The Story of America's First Jet Powered Aircraft, by David Carpenter (n.p. 1992) 
Phone interview January 4, 2005 with David Carpenter, president of Jet Pioneers Association. 

 

RYLA Clean Up Party ! 
Yes, it is nearly upon us! We need VOLUNTEERS for this 
fun event! 
WHEN? 

 
 

SATURDAY MAY 
3RD 10 A.M. 
at Camp Rotary !! 
              What is the clean up party? A 
bunch of volunteers who love camp and 
love the many RYLA youth programs get 
together to do a little raking and sweeping 
and then have a great cookout, usually out-
doors in front of the dining hall!! 

 
 
 

GREETERS’ SCHEDULE 

 
 

May 1 - Patty Tarr & Adam Sherman 
May 8 - Art Horgan & Dave Richardson 

May 15 - Tom Newhall & ??? Need a volunteer!! 
 

Please remember, Greeters have to BREAK DOWN also !! 


